
Project Title: Where does the Garbage Go? 

**Full project plan in a family-friendly format found at 

https://prezi.com/view/d1jPtUIex1C4iMXPF6tc/ 

 

Anticipated time: 2 weeks 

 

Learning Goals: 

Speaking and Listening 

Critical Thinking 

Creativity 

Graphing 

Numeracy/Counting 

 

1. Launch Project/Entry Event and Introduce Driving Question (Day 1):  

 

How can we make less trash in our home?  
 
Entry Event: 

**This could be a collaborative activity if your child wants to pair up with an older sibling!  

 

Take videos, photographs, or show/bring your child with you...when the trash bag is full and you dispose 

of it,  when the garbage truck comes, or when you make the  trip to the transfer station. The purpose is 

to show where your trash goes when it leaves your home. Then, show your child one of these videos 

about the garbage we produce and where it goes: 

 

*For younger kids:  

Here's My Question: Where Does My Garbage Go? (Bullfrog Films clip) 

 

*For older kids:  

Where Does Our Garbage Go (a video about the specific processes of a community in Utah) 

 

Share with your child the big problem: Trash doesn’t just disappear when we throw it away, something 

has to be done with it.  

 

Introduce the driving question and public product: 

How can we make less trash at our home?  

 

Public Product you will be working toward: A proposal using whichever tools best suit the child’s home 

(paper and crayons, slide show, other digital tools…) to make a plan for a family to produce less trash. 

This proposal will be presented to the family, but can also be in the form of a letter or document that 

goes to the town selectboard, neighborhood council, or the school community.  

 

More resources can be  found at 3csnh.org. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjjqkU74lGc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iPz5bJa9eOI


Create a “Need to Know” list of questions your child has in order to find the answer to the Driving 

Question:  What are you wondering about our trash? What do you need to know to solve this problem?  

 

Anticipated Need to Knows: 

 

*Your child may come up with other questions that you can pursue as well.  

How much trash do we make in our home?  

What do we throw away?  

What kind of trash do we make the most of?  

What is our trash made of?  

What happens when we recycle things?  

How do we get rid of our garbage?  

Where does our garbage go?  

 

  

2. Build Knowledge/Critique and Revise Answer to Driving Question (Days 2-3):  

 

Review what sorting means, and do another sorting activity if necessary (especially with younger 

children). They could sort foods, laundry, toys... 

 

Ask: How much trash do we make in our home? What do we throw away? What kind of trash do we 

make the most of?  
 

Lay out a tarp, or do this outside if you can--dump the trash from your home’s trash barrels onto the 

tarp. Observe the trash and then (wearing gloves) have your child sort it into groups. Make a data table 

showing the categories and amount of each type of trash, and then make this into a graph (after 

washing hands :) ). You can record what’s in recycling bins, too.  
 

Other options to dumping out your trash:  

*Interview family members, writing or drawing what they threw away over the course of a day (this can 

be done over several days). Record the data to graph at the end of a week (Depending on the student’s 

age, they may need to see examples of ways to represent data. See below for more resources.). For 

young children, they could draw each piece of trash on little pieces of paper to make sorting and data 

recording easier. To support young learners, adults can make a chart such as this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More resources can be  found at 3csnh.org. 



Person What they threw away 

Mom 
magazine, paper, broken pencil   

brother 
Juice box, mac and cheese box     

sister 
Milk carton, tissue    

*OR: Do a hunt in your home, especially the kitchen. Draw or write all of the things that will go into the 

trash or recycling once you use them (for example, food packaging, tissues, and banana peels).  

**Teacher tip: Besides using paper, students can also make an online graph at 

https://www.mathsisfun.com/data/bar-graph.html, or use Google Drawings.  

 

When you are done graphing your data, you can see how much trash your family creates, what you have 

the most of, and what you throw away. Have your child discuss this with someone at home. Were they 

surprised at what you found? 

 

**There can be a possibility of a whole class meeting at this point to share what was found out about 

the household trash, and to share the data.  

 

3. Continue building knowledge (Days 4-5) 

What is our trash made of?  

What happens when we recycle things?  

How do we get rid of our garbage?  

Where does our garbage go?  

 

Here are several videos that explore these issues in more depth. Choose the videos that are most 

appropriate for your community, and your child’s developmental level. Feel free to also use on-line text 

resources available through the school and other means to research. Discuss the answers to the above 

questions, and other information that has been gained by watching the videos and any extra research 

you have done.  

 

For younger children:  

1 Loop Scoops Garbage PBS KIDS (Plum Landing, about how to sort trash) 

Oliver Takes Out the Trash | PLUM LANDING on PBS KIDS (Plum Landing, thinking about where the  

garbage goes) 

Recycling for Kids | Recycling Plastic, Glass and Paper | Recycle Symbol | Kids Academy  

How Recycling Works! (how materials are recycled) 

Take a Field Trip to the Recycling Center | KidVision Pre-K  

Sesame Street: Murray Visits a Recycling Center | Murray Had a Little Lamb 

More resources can be  found at 3csnh.org. 

https://www.mathsisfun.com/data/bar-graph.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tEdoDMTT5jM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHr_Cz4Vwgs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6jQ7y_qQYUA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VlRVPum9cp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-jAAux3g17k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-0ijMPvIy-U


Reduce, Reuse, Recycle (brainpopjr movie about waste, how much we make, and how we can make less) 

 

For older kids:  

Video Field Trip - Landfill (landfill video) 

Where Does Your Garbage Go? (where trash goes in Seattle and how to reduce amount of trash) 

What Happens at the Landfill (San Diego landfill) 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle (brainpopjr movie about waste, how much we make, and how we can make less) 

Garbage | Science Trek (lots of information about garbage and how it’s disposed of, why we need to 

reduce, problems with garbage, jobs in waste management, 28 min.) 

 

Possible Activity:  

Draw pictures that show all the steps of a product from the time you throw it away. On the back of the 

page, write or draw three ways you can make less trash.  

 

4. Design solutions (Days 6-7)  

Now that you have learned a lot about your household trash, where the garbage goes, how materials 

are recycled, and other information about trash, think about how you can make less trash in your own 

home. First, look back at your trash graph, and think about what your family throws away. How could 

you make less trash? Draw or write as many ideas as you can think of, this is brainstorming. Next, 

choose your best ideas and think about how you will present them. Begin to create your proposal with 

either paper or your chosen digital tool.  

 

You will be creating a proposal that you will present to your family, your town, and/or your school 

community. Use pictures and words to show your ideas. You can create a book, poster, slide show, 

Google Drawing, video, or any other tool to show your ideas. Email or share your ideas with your 

teacher (hopefully at this point students could give feedback to each other). You can also ask older 

siblings or another family member to take a look at your proposal.  

 

**Families can use “Two Stars and a Wish”--give two compliments and one idea for improvement. Older 

students could receive more suggestions about improvement.  

 

 

5. Revise (Day 8) 

 

Have your child think about the feedback they received and make revisions to your proposal. Practice 

making a presentation to your family (your child can tell it to their stuffies!).  

 

**Teacher tip:  

There are some presentation rubrics at 

https://my.pblworks.org/resources?keywords=presentation+rubric&f%5B0%5D=type%3A27 

Teachers can decide who will assess the presentation. Teachers may ask families to videotape it and 

send it to the teacher.  

 

More resources can be  found at 3csnh.org. 

https://jr.brainpop.com/health/beresponsible/reducereuserecycle/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mA608GJ-EzM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hE4K34mgBTg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RmLhY7f8WxQ
https://jr.brainpop.com/health/beresponsible/reducereuserecycle/
https://www.pbs.org/video/science-trek-garbage/
https://my.pblworks.org/resources?keywords=presentation+rubric&f%5B0%5D=type%3A27


6. Public Product (Day 9-10) 

 

Present your proposal to your family. Decide on steps your family will take to reduce waste. Start to try 

out the proposals  and choose a date to examine your household trash again, and see if there is less. 

After your presentation decide how you will share your ideas with your town or school, too.  

More resources can be  found at 3csnh.org. 


